
American Literature 
Independent Reading Assignment 
Summative Review 

For each book you read, you will write a review to be posted on the Room 115 Book Club website. These 

reviews will include a summary of your book, a review of the book, and technology to increase 

engagement in your review. Because your review will be published online, it is also important that the 

writing be clean and concise. Create your review on a Pages or Word document; email it as a PDF to 

Mrs. Braman for assessment and revision. 

Part One: Summary 

RL3: Summarizing a Text 

4 I can write all the elements of a three while using 3+ rhetorical verbs. 

3 
I can write a concise summary giving identifying information, the theme, and supporting details/quotes in an 
organized manner, using transitions and following the structure of the original text. 

2 I can write a summary answering who, what, when, where, and why. 

1 I can write a summary with too little or too much information. 

 

Translated: Write a paragraph summary of your book which 

1. Begins with identifying information (title, author, date of publication) 

2. States the theme[s] of the book 

3. Gives details which show how the theme develops WITHOUT giving away the ending 

4. Uses rhetorical verbs 

Part Two: Review 

RL1: Making and Supporting a Point 

4 
I can make a theme-related inferential (how/why) point using the strongest quotes and examples from multiple 
parts of the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

3 
I can make an inferential point using the strongest quotes and examples from multiple parts of the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2 
I can make an explicit (who/what/when/where) point using quotes and examples from multiple parts of the 
text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

1 I can make an on-topic point, explicit or inferential. 

 

Translated: Write a paragraph review which 

1. States your opinion of the book (or of the book’s theme for a 4) 

2. Gives proof for your opinion in the form of details or quotes from the text 

3. Suggests who might enjoy reading this book 

 

http://115bookclub.wordpress.com/
http://www.mrsmichelson.com/rhetorical-verbs.html


Part Three: Technology 

W6:  Publication and Technology 

4 

I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in a unique way, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display 
information flexibly and dynamically; I cite all outside materials. 

3 

I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display information 
flexibly and dynamically; I cite all outside materials. 

2 

I can use limited technology (MS Word, PowerPoint, etc.), to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to link to other information and to display 
information flexibly and dynamically; I cite all outside materials. 

1 I can use technology; I cite all outside materials. 

 

Translated: Use technology by including 

1. At least 1 image which relates to the theme[s] of your book (NOT JUST A MOVIE PICTURE) 

2. At least 1 link for further reading 

3. Citations for images used (Photographer’s last name, first name (date of publication). Retrieved 

from web address) 

2-level work will feature only 1 piece of technology. 

4-level work will feature more than 2 pieces of technology. 


